
 
 
 

Harlem Valley A.T. Community 
 

Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Engagement  
 
Second Annual Trail Day. We increased our attendance over last year, and increased 
the number of trail experiences and exhibitors. We offered more variety, and included a 
hike for veterans led by Warrior Hiker Sharon Smith. We had full participation from our 
board, and an increase in volunteers – including a walk-in with an exhibit! Elected 
officials dropped by, a few southbound thru hikers found Trail Magic, and day hikers 
were welcomed as they stepped onto the platform at the AT stop at the Harlem Line of 
the Metro-North Railroad. 
 
Dover Days Festival. The Town of Dover invited representatives of the public & private 
sector to exhibit. Not-for-profits exhibited free. We partnered with the NYNJTC, and 
exhibited their materials along with ours. It was perfectly timed to distribute our 
brochures and flyers announcing our Second Annual Trail Day. 
 
Hudson River Valley Ramble Hike. This was the first year the Harlem Valley was 
represented in the HRVR. HRVR partnered with County & State Tourism, and Metro-
North Railroad. We didn’t get a great turnout, but we got exposure and know what we 
must do to increase attendance in 2016.   
 
AT Journeys Article.  Our AT Community Ambassador, Donna Chapman, described one 
of her favorite hikes and it was published in the ATJ. Laminated, it is a standout among 
our exhibit materials. It is our go-to hike, so it’s a great conversation starter.  
 
Volunteers. Two new volunteers came forward this fall. Based on their interests, we 
hooked them up with Trail Supervisor Martin Hunley and HVATC Boardmember Laurel 
Whitworth.                  
 
School Involvement. Laurel Whitworth, teacher and Pawling resident, was able to 
engage Pawling High School Art Teachers who encouraged their students to submit 
work for our Trail Day event. Their work was exhibited at Native Landscapes. Laurel’s 
project was the first collaboration with the public schools in the HVATC, and we 
consider it a significant achievement.  
 
Dutchess County Tourism Recognition. HVATC was nominated in the Outdoors 
Category for DCT’s First Annual Awards of Distinction. DCT is a big booster of ours, 
and consistently retweets our tweets. Our County Executive, Marc Molinaro, does the 
same. Both Marc and the head of DCT, Mary Kay Vrba, were presented with a bottle of 
wine commemorating our Designation Ceremony. 
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Pawling Farmers Market. Each week a not-for-profit is invited to exhibit for free. We 
gave a lift to a thruhiker from Native and he set up with his pack and talked about 
thruhiking. Trail Supervisor Martin Hunley set up a tent. It was the day before the 
Warrior Hike Reception and members of the Pawling American Legion participated in 
the outreach. 
 
HVATC Kiosk space. Jim Haggett added glass to the back of the ATC kiosk at the 
Metro-North stop and we now have a protected bulletin board for our use.   
 

2. Stewardship 
Former Trail Supervisor Bill Beehler invited HVATC to take over Trail Maintenance of 
the AT Boardwalk and we jumped on it. This is a short stretch that requires some elbow 
grease to keep the phragmites at bay. We announce the sessions on our Facebook 
Page, and each time new volunteers have lent a hand. It is a particularly rewarding 
experience because we have the opportunity to welcome the hikers getting off the train 
at the AT stop.  Two of our boardmembers have participated in the PhragAttacks thus 
far.  
 

3. Economic Development 
Our main business partner is Native Landscapes, owned by Pete Muroski, former Co-
Chair of our group and Co-Chair of our Designation Committee.  Pete generously 
provided HVATC with a Headquarters address and storage space. We are in the 
process of enrolling Native as an A.T. Community Supporter. Once official, we will 
announce the news and solicit other organizations. We have solid community support 
for our programs. Metro-North is an informal partner, and it is our intention to develop 
a more formal relationship with them.  
 

4. Conservation 
Education. A stalking incident in Duell Hollow was reported to the ATC. A neighbor 
related a similar experience with a single coyote. We posted LNT notices in the 
shelters, and made a targeted effort to educate the community. 
Appreciation. Every hike from the AT Boardwalk to the Dover Oak and on to Cat Rock is 
an opportunity to talk about the treasured view from Cat Rocks.  
 

5. What accomplishments are you most proud of?  
Second Annual Trail Day. This event was a great success. This year, we offered more 
varied experiences on the Trail, and significantly increased the number of attendees 
and participants. 
Third Annual Warrior Hike Reception. Increased attendance at an event that was scaled 
down from the year before at the request of the hikers. We changed the format, which 
allowed for great exchange between the hikers and the community. One couple came 
forward to put the WHers up for a second night. 
Little Free Libraries. We restock regularly and get positive feedback from hikers. It’s a 
ongoing opportunity to showcase our community. 
Wiley Shelter Renovation. This Eagle Scout project was a team effort between our 
management committee, the Boy Scout Council and our Wiley Shelter Maintainer, 
Donna Chapman. Again, a project from last year, but as the thruhikers depart, they 
complement us on a job well done. Donna documented the project in “The Renovation 
of the Wiley Shelter,” which is included among our exhibit materials with Laurel 
Whitworth’s book of photographs from her TTEC field trip.  
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Delaware Water Gap 
Appalachian Trail Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 

 
 
 

1. Engagement – On June 27th the Delaware Water Gap A.T. Community 
hosted staff from ATC and the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area 
to share information about the Appalachian Trail and the park.  Nature had 
other plans and the event, which coincided with the annual Founders Day 
celebration – was largely rained out.  But, there were a few hearty souls who 
were able to learn more about ATC and DWGNRA.  A wildflower walk, 
Father’s Day hike, and fall hiking series are planned for 2016. 
 

2. Stewardship – We are reaching out to the community to add additional 
volunteers to our committee so that we can begin to offer more opportunities 
for people to engage with the Appalachian Trail.  We’re hoping that with more 
awareness and opportunities, we will be able to find new volunteers who may 
be interested in being stewards of the A.T. 

  
3. Economic Development – Delaware Water Gap is beginning to reach out to 

local businesses to become A.T. Community Supporters.  We hope to add 
several in the coming year.  Edge of the Woods Outfitters was added to the 
ATC  shuttle listing and has seen a significant uptick in requests.  More 
partnerships are being sought with local businesses. 

  
4. Conservation – We are reaching out to community experts this winter to help 

lead our hikes and community outreach events in 2016.  We hope to have a 
number of different themes including wildflowers, local history and fall hiking. 

 
5. Accomplishments – We are actively trying to build and strengthen 

partnerships with other organizations.  We are reaching out to Mohican 
Outdoor Center and also participating in the National Parks Conservation 
Association’s geotourism project in the Delaware Water Gap area.  
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Wind Gap 
A.T. Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 
 
 

1.  Engagement – We  held our official dedication as an A.T. Community on September 
19. Over 200 people turned out. Participating in the dedication ceremony were ATC 
reps, Congressman Matt Cartwright, a representative of US Senator Bob Casey and 
Northampton County Executive John Brown.  Along with the ATC dedication we also 
dedicated the latest mural in our Heritage Mural Education Program series, created in 
partnership with the Slate Belt Community Partnership Main Street Program and Totts 
Gap Arts Institute.  This year’s mural is titled “On The Appalachian Trail” Susan 
Charkes from the Batona Hiking Club, did a presentation at the Mural about native 
plants and animals depicted in the Mural. 

 
2.  Stewardship – Our initiating committee was comprised of 9 people.  We now have 12 

active members.  Some of our committee members volunteered for the spring Trail 
Maintenance Day with the local Trail Clubs. 

 
3.  Economic Development – The Wind Gap ATC steering committee is a sub-

committee of the Slate Belt Community Partnership (SBCP) regional Main Street 
Program. The SBCP is comprised of the four boroughs of Wind Gap, Pen Argyl, 
Bangor and Portland.  The SBCP works to foster an improved image of the 
traditional downtown districts in the four participating boroughs by promoting 
our natural, architectural and cultural assets.  Achieving ATC designation for 
Wind Gap was a major objective of the SBCP in 2015.  Working with our 
businesses and the Borough, we produced our first business directory targeted 
towards thru-hikers and day visitors coming to Wind Gap to enjoy the A.T. 
and/or the scenic view looking north from the town. 

 
4.  Conservation - In our ATC application we committed to educating about the A.T. and to 

hold an annual event that will draw attention to Wind Gap as an ATC. Towards that 
end, we held a mini-camporee in Wind Gap Park this spring, with local boy and girl 
scouts demonstrating outdoor cooking, leave no trace, and other eco-friendly 
demos.   We plan to grow this annual event in partnership with the local boy & girl 
scout councils.  We have already set the date with the borough for next year’s 
jamboree. It will be held in July at the height of the thru-hiker season for Wind Gap.  
We intend to invite them to camp with the scouts during this weekend. 

 
5.  What accomplishment are you most proud of? 

For Wind Gap, the greatest accomplishment was to submit our application by end 
of February, 2015, receive ATC approval in March and dedication in September.  It 
has been a transition year for us as we move from being a passive community that 
just happens to have a trail head, to being a pro-active community with a long term 
mutually beneficial partnership with the ATC. 
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Duncannon 
Appalachian Trail Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 

 
 
 

1. Engagement – On June 20th the DATC had our fourth annual Duncannon 
Appalachian Trail Festival and it was our most successful one yet with about 
50 vendors and 500 attendees. We worked with the ATC on Family Hiking 
Day and gave out free backpacks to local children during an educational hike 
where we talked about the plight of monarch butterflies. We lead similar 
educational hikes every month. 
 

2. Stewardship – Our committee membership rises and falls throughout the 
year with anywhere from 8 to 20 people attending our monthly meetings. 
We're hoping to start a new program reaching out to local community groups 
so we can foster a more cooperative relationship with the community. DATC 
members have worked with the Mountain Club of Maryland and the York 
hiking Club during past trail maintenance activities and we lead a very 
successful coalition with MCM to remove the graffiti from Hawk Rock. 

  
3. Economic Development – Duncannon is not the most economically 

prosperous town but there are a few businesses like Mutzabaugh’s Market 
and Road Hawg Barbecue that have contributed to our projects and we in 
turn do our best to promote them at events like our annual AT festival. 

  
4. Conservation – We lead educational hikes every month. Our website 

features an article explaining Leave No Trace principles. We posted a sign 
below Hawk Rock which asks people to: abide by L.N.T. principles, “Keep 
Hawk Rock Beautiful”, and report any vandalism they encounter. Regarding 
municipalities, it has taken a lot of time and effort but the Duncannon Borough 
has grown to be very supportive of our efforts and is now a strong ally. 

 
5. Accomplishments – We are most proud of our annual AT festival which 

continues to grow each year. After that, we take great pride in the cleaning of 
Hawk Rock. Prior to its cleaning last year, Hawk Rock had been covered with 
layer upon layer of graffiti that had been accumulating ever since the 1980s. 
Thanks to cooperation and teamwork, it remains graffiti-free to this day. 
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Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania 
A.T. Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 
 

 
 The Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania Appalachian Trail (A.T.) Community was 
exceptionally involved in community engagement in 2015. On Father’s Day, the 
A.T. Community sponsored their Appalachian Trail Music Festival. Five local 
bands shared the limelight and the A.T. Community secured the sponsorship of 
five local businesses. Approximately 400 people were in attendance. The A.T. 
Community was also responsible for organizing five Hiker Happy Hour (HHH) 
events at local establishments in the Boiling Springs area. The first HHH event 
brought in approximately 60 people to Allenberry Resort and Playhouse. The 2nd 
and 3rd events brought in about 15 each. Each HHH event has had a different 
spotlight, including volunteer opportunities. Family Hiking Day brought in 
approximately 100 people who took part in several different hikes. The A.T. 
Community also took part in the Boiling Springs Christmas tree lighting. There 
were several nature ornament tables for kids and a bird journal made by an A.T. 
Community member. The A.T. Community hopes to take part in the Postcard 
Program and attempted to contact local teachers to participate in the Trail to 
Every Classroom (TTEC) program. The A.T. Community frequently partners with 
the Cumberland Valley Appalachian Trail Club on projects and outreach.  
   

The A.T. Community recruited new trail stewards in 2015. At the first HHH of 
the season, two boundary volunteers were recruited.  

 
A local business, Anile’s Ristorante & Pizzeria, hosted the 2nd HHH and offered 

live music for the event. Gelinas Manor Victorian Bed & Breakfast became an 
official A.T. Community Supporter in 2015, joining three additional supporters.  
 
 Education efforts were made with the bird journal that was part of the 
Christmas tree lighting. Also, a member of the A.T. Community sits on the South 
Middleton Township planning commission while another sits on the Recreation 
Board for Monroe Township. This has been helpful for the A.T. Community in 
education and outreach efforts. 
 
 The A.T. Community of Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania is most proud of 
their efforts to organize a music festival in 2015. They are also proud of the 
efforts made to make the Christmas tree lighting a success. 
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Greater Waynesboro PA Area 
A.T. Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 
 

 
 

1. Engagement –  Inaugural Mason-Dixon A.T. Outdoor Festival included 
music, food, a Duck Derby for the local Watershed group, vendors, 
displays, children’s events, and hiker “swag” with free camping.  We 
shared our 15’ A.T. map w/ table full of info, books, maps, sign-up 
sheets at Earth Day, Market Day, Rouzerfest, July 4 Jubilee, Ruritan Car 
Show, Mountaintop Heritage, Blue Ridge Summit Library Book Sale and 
Ice Cream Social;  the BRS Library has invited us to have monthly 
talks/events, which included “Meet the Ridge Runners” evening with a 
picnic for the Ridge Runners, and s’mores for everyone afterward!  We 
will be sending two representatives to the November conference for AT 
Communities.  Held a very successful Family Hiking Day with two full 
hikes, and children’s activities.  Second Saturday hikes for anyone, with 
a FB page of announcements. We have many TTEC alumni and have 
Third Thursday teacher hikes.  Participated in South Mtn. Partnership. 
 

2. Stewardship – Average 10 on our committee, usually 6 – 8 constant at 
our monthly meetings.  Four active PATC members are overseers of trail 
sections/ shelters, two involved w/ other PATC concerns/activities. 
 

3. Economic Development – Franklin Co. Visitors’ Bureau has been very 
supportive and developed a local info brochure for us, with more 
editions planned.  Our Chamber of Commerce has shared our info with 
the local hospital to outreach involvement in both groups’ activities.  
Currently have 5 local businesses as AT Community Supporters, and a 
committee member is our Mainstreet Waynesboro representative who 
sponsored a successful breakfast meeting for ATC information.  Have 
also been invited to participate in bi-monthly “Vision 2015” group. 
 

4. Conservation – A Leave No Trace Traveling Team was a highlight of our 
June festival!  Antietam Watershed Asso. has utilized ATC expert, 
Marian Orlousky, for Phenology and Invasive Species talks for the 
public. 
 

5. We are pleased to find that people are expecting to see us at events and 
we’re being invited to participate in other groups’ events! 
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Harpers Ferry/Bolivar 
A.T. Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 
 

 
 

Our efforts in Harpers Ferry/Bolivar have been largely devoted to trying 
to raise awareness among residents, businesses and town officials that 
these towns actually ARE designated A.T. Communities, the world- 
famous Appalachian Trail really does run right through town, and this is 
something to be proud of. Toward that end we’ve increased our 
horsepower… James Smyle joins Pamela Underhill as a “co-
ambassador” bringing great new energy and ideas for engagement.  
 
We continue to sponsor quarterly hikes for members of the community 
through our Trail and Town Alliance Committee, including several on 
the A.T. We are getting information about the trail and ATC out in 
publications, including an article in the most recent H.F. Town 
newsletter. We continue to court A.T. Community Supporters among 
businesses, recently attending the H.F. Merchants Association meeting 
to promote the program. We’ve added a number of businesses as new 
supporters in recent months, but also sadly lost two of our community 
supporter businesses in the devastating fire that swept through several 
buildings in downtown Harpers Ferry earlier this year. 
 
Much energy has been spent over the last couple of years, and 
particularly in the last six months or so, to overcome a ban on tenting 
within the boundaries of either Harpers Ferry or Bolivar. After 
advocating at a plethora of different forums, we recently succeeded in 
having the Bolivar Board of Zoning Appeals grant a special exception 
so that we can establish a seasonal tent campground for long-distance 
hikers within a small county park that sits with the town limits of 
Bolivar. We plan to have that operational by the start of hike season 
next year. This may be the thing of which we are most proud! 
 
We worked with ATC in putting on the first annual Flip-Flop Festival this 
past May and will take the lead in organizing the second annual festival 
next spring. We support ATC’s efforts to manage the anticipated 
increase in hikers so as to protect both users’ experiences and the trail 
itself.  
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Berryville / Clarke County, Virginia 
 

Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We were officially designated as a Certified Community on July 20, 2015 and are 
anticipating additional activity once we have attended the Summit and received 
input and ideas from our peers.  We have installed our two signs, one at the 
eastern entrance to the Town of Berryville and the other at Bear’s Den along the 
Trail.  We have a working committee who participated in the application process 
and we plan to engage that group as well as the Clarke County Schools to plan 
future events.   
 
We did get our FIRST phone call for transport which was exciting!! We forwarded 
the information to an adjacent locality where an existing business offers that 
service. We plan on working closely with Clarke County Economic Development 
staff and Berryville Main Street to develop a list of existing businesses who would 
be able to serve hikers and visitors. We will also work with residents to identify 
gaps in services and create new businesses around these anticipated needs.   
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Harrisonburg 
Appalachian Trail Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 

 
 
Harrisonburg, Virginia’s Appalachian Trail Community Advisory Committee continues to 
be active and well represented by people and organizations committed to the AT and 
our status as an AT Community.  The committee is supported by our Main Street 
program, Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance. 
 
The most significant project for the year was arranging to show the film “The 
Appalachian Trail: An American Legacy” on October 6, 2015 at Court Square Theater in 
downtown.  This documentary effectively presents the natural beauty of the trail, the 
history of the trail, and a glimpse into the hiking experience.  
 
Following the film, a series of presenters focused on topics including Harrisonburg as an 
Appalachian Trial Community, thru and section hiking the AT, and the partnership 
between the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) and Harrisonburg High School 
STEM students.  Displays of outdoor gear and tables staffed by related organizations 
were also offered.  Staff from Shenandoah National Park were also on site at the event 
through the Celebrate Shenandoah committee as part of the National Park Service 
Centennial. 
 
Over 200 people attended the event filling the theater to almost capacity.  After 
expenses were paid, the profit of approximately $1,200 will be split between the PATC 
and a special local project to promote the AT or a project to serve AT hikers. 
 
As in previous years, downtown Harrisonburg’s Valley Fourth (Independence Day) 
celebration included a parade with an entry featuring Harrisonburg as an Appalachian 
Trail Community.  Organized by the local Sierra Club and Walkabout Outfitter, people 
who have hiked all or any portion of the AT are invited to participate.  This year a dozen 
hikers carried signs showing their trail name and number of miles hiked, generating 
much applause from the parade watchers as the entry walked by. 
 
This fall the partnership between the PATC and the Harrisonburg High School STEM 
program included the students conducting an American Chestnut transit hike, a 
salamander population study, and a discussion of the effect of climate change on 
different populations.  In the spring students will be involved in a trail maintenance 
project.   
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Waynesboro, VA 
A.T. Community 

 
Fall 2015 MA-RPC Update 

 
 

 
The Waynesboro AT Committee was established to coordinate services for the Appalachian Trail 
community in our trail town. Waynesboro sees over 2,500 long distance hikers a year, not to mention 
the day hikers and backpackers that come through the community. The committee is made up of 
representatives of businesses, Waynesboro Downtown Development. YMCA, Departments of Parks and 
Recreation and Tourism, Trail Angels and hikers. We realize the AT is great gift and economic engine to 
our community.  

Our volunteer network of Trail Angels have provided over 1,700 shuttles to hikers coming in from area 
AT trailheads to town for rest and resupply this year.  These Trail Angels also provide shuttles to the 
movies and business out near I-64, along with a multitude of other help and services to AT hikers. A list 
of these Trail Angels can be found at the Rockfish Gap Visitor Center, in AT guides and online. 

At the Visitor Center and online, you can also find a detailed guide and map of services and attractions 
specific to hikers. There is also considerable information at both locations for folks coming in for day 
hikes and short backpacking trips.  

Waynesboro has had a long standing tradition and is proud of providing camping for hikers coming into 
town. Our dedicated AT Hiker Camp, at the foot of 14th Street, is within a short distance of the YMCA 
(providing showers), the public library and most services hikers require. With the cooperation of local 
businesses, the community, the city and the Appalachian Long Distance Hikers Association, we were 
able to repurpose a park pavilion that was to be taken down to the camping area. A solar powered 
charging station was added to provide green power. Posts for hammock campers were put in and 
additional trees planted. The camps close proximity to the Greenway Trail along the South River has 
brought greater exposure of the local community and the trail community to each other, providing 
education to both groups.   

“Hiker Feeds” have been another means of mixing the trail and local communities. Feeds held at the 
Grace Church Hostel and the hiker camp have been sponsored by a large number of groups and 
community members. 

Youth awareness of the AT is strong with the PATC and ALDHA providing information and education at 
local festivals like ‘Extreme Fest’. With a number of AT hikers and supporters in the school system, trail 
and outdoor education is not just found at the Waynesboro High School Outing Club.  
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http://www.waynesboroymca.com/
http://www.waynesboro.va.us/166/Parks-Recreation
http://www.waynesboro.va.us/166/Parks-Recreation
http://www.visitwaynesboro.net/

